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Materials and Methods of Literary Criticism: Lyric, Epic, and 
Allied Forms of Poetry. By C. M. Gayley and B. P. Kurtz. 
Ginn & Co., 1920. Pp. xi+911. 

This volume continues the very useful work on the bases, theoretical 
and historical, of literary criticism published twenty years ago. It under- 
takes to provide critics and historians of literature with an orientation in 
the methods and materials of their study. The two types of poetry covered 
in this volume are taken up, first, with reference to theories of origin and 
development, secondly, in respect to the history of the types in the various 
nations. Extensive bibliography marks every stage of the work, and brief 
critical analyses both of books and of the theories involved are provided. 
Nor should one overlook the statements of problems, not only those hitherto 
discussed but others awaiting solution. The helpfulness of such a compilation 
can hardly be overestimated. 

Testing the book from the standpoint of a student of the classical types 
of literature one is impressed by the completeness of the bibliographical 
material and by the (iiscrimination of the editors when selection is necessary. 
Not only have the obvious manuals been digested, such as Christ-Schmid 
and Schanz and the articles on literary types in Pauly-Wissowa, but the 
editors have read and analyzed much of the material furnished by such sources 
and not infrequently brought the subject up to date by independent collection 
from the more recent periodical literature. The classical student will find 
his vision profitably enlarged through this treatment of literary types which 
constantly suggests comparison with the evolution of the same types in other 
countries. Furthermore, the problems raised often indicate profitable lines 
of study for classical students; so, for instance, the unworked field of study 
in Hellenistic epic is sketched on page 680. Both types are broadly defined 
so that under lyric epigram is included, and under epic the minor forms of 
narrative verse such as the pastoral and the idyl. 

Some adverse comment may perhaps be met by the retort that the stand- 
point of the editors is broader than that of the ordinary classicist. But at 
least from our more limited range the cursory reference to the epyllium on 
page 683 does no justice to a type that is historically very interesting even 
if it did not issue in important results outside of classical literature; a paren- 
thetical reference to the "Culex, Ciris, Moretum, etc.," is a strange way of 
dismissing one of the most significant minor types of classical poetry. Nor 
can we be content with the handling of the pastoral and the idyl on 
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pages 443, 445 ff., and 611 ff. The editors admit that the ancient world 
had no conception of the idyl as a literary type, but they persist in treating 
the idyl as a narrative form of poetry in connection with the epic although 
its historical development in Greece brings it into close relation with the 
mime; its dramatic features, therefore, are original, and its origin explains 
its distinguishing qualities. Historically the pastoral "idyl" is nothing but 
a form of country mime (doubtless affected somewhat by the verse and style 
of epic), and essentially Theocritus' Syracusan idyl is of a piece with any 
one of his bucolic poems. The classical "idyl," in any such treatment as 
the editors are undertaking, includes Herondas, of whom the volume makes 
no mention; and the town eclogues of English literature are a reversion, 
perhaps unconscious, to the oneness of city mime and country mime. 

Such minor points, however, do not detract from the great usefulness of 
the book, and we hope that we may not have to wait another twenty years 
before the third volume, on the dramatic types, is added jto the series. 

Henry W. Pkescott 
University op Chicago 



W. S. Teuffels Geschichie der roemischen Literatur. Siebente 
Auflage, neu bearbeitet von W. Kroll und F. Skutsch. 
Zweiter Band. Leipzig: Teubner, 1920. Pp. vi-f-341, 8vo. 

It has been reported that in Germany industrial and financial conditions 
are so difficult at the present time as to make it impossible to publish scientific 
works in the field of classical philology. Yet it is precisely in this year that 
Teubner proceeds to put out in a seventh edition this indispensable hand- 
book for all serious students of Latin letters. The new publication begins 
somewhat inconveniently with the second volume, which covers the period 
from 31 B.C. to 96 a.d. For this hysteron proteron order the example of the 
sixth edition is doubtless responsible. Of that edition the second volume 
was published in 1010, the third in 1013, and the first not until 1916. In the 
present issue the name of Skutsch still appears with that of Kroll as joint 
editor, doubtless pietaiis causa, since Skutsch had been able to contribute 
something to the preparation of the preceding edition before his lamented 
death in 1912. The somewhat drastic abbreviation found necessary before 
1910 is reproduced in this edition also. Indeed, the present volume is even 
a few pages shorter than its predecessor of ten years ago. The condensation, 
along with the inclusion of recent literature, has been made possible chiefly 
by cutting out some of the less useful citations, and by omitting (to the detri- 
ment of appearance) leads between paragraphs. It is excusable that some 
important studies published in foreign countries during the war years are 
not noticed. A careful reading and comparison of selected passages shows 



